
         2015 Conference, Dallas, TX 

4/22/2015   

SCHEDULE SESSION LOCATION 

THURSDAY, APRIL 23, 2015 
11:00 AM - 9:00 PM  Early Check-in for Attendees 

PSC Partners Conference Registration  
 

Omni Hotel Lobby 

6:00 PM - 9:00 PM  Pre-Conference Event: Casual Get Together/Dinner 
Note: Tickets need to have been purchased IN 
ADVANCE 

The Cellar 
Restaurant 

FRIDAY, APRIL 24, 2015 

7:30 AM - 8:00 PM  Check-in/PSC Partners Registration  Omni Hotel Lobby 

9:30 AM - 12:00 PM  Lakeside Brunch – Texas Style 
(Rain back-up Las Colinas Ballrooms A-D) 

Courtyard 

12:00 - 12:15 PM Break  

12:15 - 12:45 PM Newcomer Orientation Rhapsody 

12:45 - 1:30 PM Break  

1:30 - 2:30 PM  Friday Afternoon Breakout Sessions   

The ABCs of PSC 
(The Basics Track) 

Jacqueline G. O’Leary, MD, MPH 
Medical Director, Inpatient Liver and Transplant Unit 
Medical Director, Hepatology Research 
Baylor University Medical Center, Dallas 

Salon D 

PANEL: Planning for Transplant: 
Discussion of Financial, Social 
and Logistical Considerations 
(Transplant Track) 

Moderator: Richard Ayuen, Living Donor, Parent of Post-
Transplant PSC Patient,  Panelists: Precious Young, 
BSHS, Manager, Transplant Patient Access Services, 
Baylor Health Care System, Jeanne Heys, Post-
Transplant PSC Patient, Patty Shepherd, Parent of Post-
Transplant PSC Patient 

Salon A 

PSC in Pediatric Inflammatory 
Bowel Disease: Current and 
Future Implications 
(Pediatric Track) 

Ashish S. Patel, MD, Associate Professor 
UT Southwestern Medical Center 
Director, Southwestern Center for Pediatric IBD 
Children's Medical Center of Dallas 

Sittang 

Fecal Microbiota Transplantation Apurva Trivedi, MD, Scott & White Healthcare Rangoon 

Managing Coexistent 
Inflammatory Bowel Disease in 
Patients with PSC 

Themistocles Dassopoulos, MD, Director  
Baylor Center for Inflammatory Bowel Disease 

Salon C 

PANEL: How to Manage PSC as a 
Family Unit 

Moderators: Tracey Goodnight, LMSW, ACM, Baylor All 
Saints Hospital, Linda Huante, Liver Transplant Recipient 
Mother of Three, Panelists: Eve Jedrzejewska, Parent of 
PSC Patient, Tim Wholey, PSC Patient 

Rhapsody 

Disability Benefits: What to Expect 
When You Can No Longer Work 

Jeremy Burke, DM, ALHC  
Learning Consultant, Aetna Group Insurance 

Salon B 

PSC and ERCP Paul R. Tarnasky, MD, Director, Methodist Dallas 
Gastroenterology Fellowship Medical Director  
Methodist Digestive Institute 

Mandalay Ballroom 
West 

Interactive T’ai Chi Chih Session Instructor: Cindy L. Dunn, FNAO Enjolie 

2:30 - 3:45 PM Social Hour and Snack 
Mentor/Mentee Introductions (2:30 – 2:45 in Rhapsody) 
Rain Back Up Salons E-F 

Courtyard 
 

3:45 -  5:30 PM Break  

5:30 - 8:30 PM Welcome Dinner Salons A-D 

SATURDAY, APRIL 25, 2015 

7:30 - 8:30 AM Buffet Breakfast Salons A-D 

8:30 - 8:40 AM General Session I - Opening Remarks 
Don and Ricky Safer, PSC Partners Seeking a Cure 

Salons E-F 

8:40 - 10:15 AM General Session I - Moderator: James Trotter, MD 
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8:40 - 9:00 AM General Session I - Presentation 1: 
General Health for Liver Patients: Top 10 Secrets 
Stevan A. Gonzalez, MD, MS, Attending Physician  
Division of Hepatology, Simmons Transplant Institute  
Baylor All Saints Medical Center, Fort Worth, Texas                     

9:00 - 9:20 AM General Session I - Presentation 2:  
The Human Microbiome: PSC, IBD, and the Gut-Liver Axis 
Peter Mannon, MD, Director, UAB IBD Center 
Professor of Medicine and Microbiology 
University of Alabama at Birmingham                                           

9:20 - 9:40 AM General Session I - Presentation 3:  
Advances in PSC Research and Future Directions                        
David N. Assis, MD, Assistant Professor of Medicine 
Yale University School of Medicine, Section of Digestive Diseases                                                     

9:40 - 10:15 AM Question and Answer Panel: Drs. Gonzalez, Mannon, Assis 

10:15 - 10:45 AM Break with Snacks in Ballroom Foyer   

10:45 - 11:45 AM Saturday Morning Breakout Sessions    

Panel of PSC Patients: Interactive 
Question and Answer Session  
(The Basics Track – Option I) 

Moderator: Fred Sabernick, PSC Partners Seeking a 
Cure Board Member and Post-Transplant PSC Patient, 
Panelists: Matt Ayuen, Post-Transplant PSC Patient, 
Linda Waters, PSC Patient, Heather Whiteman, PSC 
Patient, Bill Wise, PSC Patient  

Enjolie 

How We “See” PSC: a Primer to 
Imaging Tests for PSC (The 
Basics Track – Option II) 

Greg dePrisco, MD, Diagnostic Radiologist Salon F 

Liver Transplant: A Surgeon’s 
Perspective 
(Transplant Track) 

Tiffany Anthony, MD, Baylor University Medical Center 
Baylor Simmons Transplant Institute 
Abdominal Transplant Surgeon, LDLT Surgeon 
Director, Robotic Donor Nephrectomy 
Clinical Faculty, Texas A&M Medical School 

Salon D 

Panel: A Multidisciplinary 
Approach to Pediatric PSC: 
Working with Your Dietitian, 
Social Worker and Psychologist 
(Pediatric Track)  

Moderators: Kirstin Brown, LCSW, Children’s Medical 
Center, Dallas, Jill Rockwell, RD, CSP, LD, CNSC, 
Children’s Medical Center, Dallas, Corinne M. Anton, 
PhD, Pediatric Health Psychology Postdoctoral Fellow, 
Children’s Medical Center, Dallas    

Andaman 

Teens: Every Question Is Fair 
Game – PSC Patient Q&A 
(Session for Teen PSCers Only) 

Amal Aqul, MD, Assistant Professor of Pediatrics 
Division of Gastroenterology Hepatology and Nutrition 
University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center 
Children’s Health in Dallas 

Salween 

Diagnosing and Managing 
Cancers of the Liver and Bile 
Ducts 

Jeffrey Weinstein, MD 
Medical Director of Liver Transplantation 
Methodist Dallas Medical Center 

Salon E 

PSC and The Drug Approval 
Process 

David N. Assis, MD, Assistant Professor of Medicine 
Yale University School of Medicine 
Section of Digestive Diseases 

Martaban 

Panel: Caregivers: Helping Us 
Help Others 

Moderator: Mike Pearlman, JD, PSC Parent, PSC 
Partners Board of Directors, Panelists: Sharon Nanz, 
Parent of Post-Transplant PSC Patient, Carla Schwartz, 
Spouse of PSC Patient, Kelly Shepherd, Sibling of Post-
Transplant PSC Patient, Mary Vyas, Parent of PSC 
Patient   

Rangoon 

Bone Health in Primary Sclerosing 
Cholangitis 

Naim Maalouf, MD, Associate Professor of Medicine                              
Center for Mineral Metabolism                              
University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center 

Salon C 
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11:45 AM - 1:00 PM Lunch - Box Lunches Available to Take to Peer 
Groups in Breakout Rooms 

 

 Peer Group Lunch in Breakout Rooms                                   
Teen PSCers   
Female PSCers in their 20s/30s 
Male PSCers in their 20s/30s  
Female PSCers Group A 
Female PSCers Group B 
Male PSCers Groups A & B  
Post-Transplant PSCers  
Parents of Pediatric PSCers (17 and under) 
Parents of Young Adult PSCers (18-25 years old) Group A 
Parents of Young Adult PSCers (18-25 years old) Group B 
Parents of Young Adult PSCers (18-25 years old) Group C 
Parents of Adult PSCers (26 and up) Group A 
Parents of Adult PSCers (26 and up) Group B 
Spouses/Partners/Caregivers of PSCers Group A & B 
Spouses/Partners/Caregivers of PSCers Group C 
Siblings and Other Caregivers of PSCers 
Caregivers Coping with Loss & Carrying on the Spirit 

 
Nepal 

Rangoon 
Salon C 
Salween 
Enjolie 

Rhapsody 
Salon B 

Martaban 
Salon D 

Suite 301 
Sittang 
Salon F 

Training Room 
Salon E 

Suite 309 
Salon A 

Andaman 

1:00 - 1:15 PM Break – Transition to General Session II  

1:15 - 2:50 PM General Session II - Moderator: Jeffrey Weinstein, MD Salons E-F 

1:15 - 1:35 PM General Session II - Presentation 1: 
MELD and UNOS 
James Trotter, MD 
Director, General and Transplant Hepatology 
Baylor Health Care System, Dallas                                                             

1:35 – 1:55 PM General Session II - Presentation 2: 
Living Donor Liver Transplant in PSC Patients 
Giuliano Testa MD, FACS, MBA 
Director of Living Donor Liver Transplant, Surgical Director 
Living Donor Liver Transplantation, Annette C. and 
Harold C. Simmons Transplant Institute 
Baylor University Medical Center               

1:55 – 2:15 PM General Session II - Presentation 3:                                              
Nutrition & PSC: Facts and Fallacies 
Jeanette Hasse, PhD, RDN, LD, FADA, CNSC 
Transplant Nutrition Manager  
Baylor Simmons Transplant Institute 
Baylor University Medical Center Dallas 

2:15 - 2:50 PM Question and Answer Panel: Dr. Trotter, Dr. Testa, Dr. Hasse 

2:50 – 3:20 PM Break with Snack in Ballroom Foyer 
Transition to Saturday Afternoon Breakout Sessions  

 

3:20 – 4:20 PM   Saturday Afternoon Breakout Sessions 

Interpreting Your Liver Test 
Results (The Basics Track) 

Sumeet K. Asrani, MD, MSc, 
Baylor University Medical Center in Dallas 

Salon F 

Liver Transplant: Myth and Reality 
(Transplant Track) 

James Trotter, MD 
Director, General and Transplant Hepatology 
Baylor Health Care System, Dallas 
Post-Transplant Patient, Alison Collins 

Salon E 

Therapeutic Challenges in 
Pediatric and Adolescent PSC 
(Pediatric Track) 
 
 
 
 
 

Co-Presenters: Amal Aqul, MD, Assistant Professor of 
Pediatrics, Division of Gastroenterology, Hepatology and 
Nutrition, UT Southwestern Medical Center Children’s 
Health in Dallas 
Dev M. Desai, MD, PhD, FACS, Regents Distinguished 
Scholar in Medical Research, Associate Professor of 
Surgery, Pediatrics and Immunology  
Chief of Pediatric Transplantation, UT Southwestern 

Sittang 
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Therapeutic Challenges in 
Pediatric and Adolescent PSC 
(continued) 

Medical Center 

Nutrition & PSC:  
OK, Now What Do I Eat? 
 

Jeanette Hasse, PhD, RDN, LD, FADA, CNSC 
Transplant Nutrition Manager 
Baylor Simmons Transplant Institute 
Baylor University Medical Center Dallas 

Salon D 

Strategies for Coping with Life 
with PSC 
 

Moderators: Kerrie Goldsmith, RN, Parent of Post-
Transplant PSC Patient, PSC Partners’ Facebook 
Moderator, Maggie Marek, LCSW, ACM, Social Worker/ 
Transplant Services, Baylor All Saints Medical Center, 
Fort Worth 
Panelists: Monica Crowley, PSC Partners Seeking a 
Cure Board of Directors, Spouse of PSC Patient,  
Chelsea Yaeger, PSC Patient, Bill Wise, PSC Patient  

Enjolie 

Pruritus in PSC Caitriona Ryan, MD, Vice Chair, Department of 
Dermatology, Baylor University Medical Center, Dallas 

Martaban 

FMLA: Finding Your Way Through 
the Family and Medical Leave Act 
and Employment Related Issues 

Tiffany Rotondo, PHR, Corporate Human Resources 
Generalist, The Jel Sert Company 

Suite 309 
Mezzanine Level  

The Benefits of Advance Care 
Planning: Your Choice, Your 
Voice, Your Values  

Co-Presenters: Robert L. Fine, MD, FACP, FAAHPM 
Clinical Director, Office of Clinical Ethics and Palliative 
Care, Baylor Health Care System 
Joanne Hatchett, RN, FNP, ACHPN, PSC Partners 
Seeking a Cure Board of Directors, Parent of PSC Patient 

Andaman 

Fundraising Basics Co-Presenters: Ken Shepherd, Chair, PSC Partners 
Seeking a Cure Board of Directors, Parent of Post-
Transplant PSC Patient 
Chris Browner, PSC Partners Seeking a Cure Board of 
Directors, Parent of PSC Patient 

Salween 

4:20 - 6:00 PM Break  

6:00 - 9:00 PM Banquet Dinner  
Urban Cowboy: Boots, Big Hair and Bling  

Salons A-D 

9:00 PM - Midnight Karaoke Salons A-D 

SUNDAY, APRIL 26, 2015 
7:30 - 8:30 AM Buffet Breakfast Salons A-D 

8:30 - 9:15 AM General Session - PSC Partners Foundation Report 
General Announcements and Foundation Updates 

Salons E-F 

9:15 - 9:25 AM BREAK - Move to Group Sessions 

9:25 - 10:15 AM  Peer Group Sessions in Breakout Rooms  

 Peer Groups: 
Teen PSCers   
Female PSCers in their 20s/30s 
Male PSCers in their 20s/30s  
Female PSCers Group A 
Female PSCers Group B 
Male PSCers Groups A & B  
Post-Transplant PSCers  
Parents of Pediatric PSCers (17 and under) 
Parents of Young Adult PSCers (18-25 years old) Group A 
Parents of Young Adult PSCers (18-25 years old) Group B 
Parents of Young Adult PSCers (18-25 years old) Group C 
Parents of Adult PSCers (26 and up) Group A 
Parents of Adult PSCers (26 and up) Group B 
Spouses/Partners/Caregivers of PSCers Group A & B 
Spouses/Partners/Caregivers of PSCers Group C 
Siblings and Other Caregivers of PSCers 
Caregivers Coping with Loss & Carrying on the Spirit 

 
Nepal 

Rangoon 
Salon C 
Salween 
Enjolie 

Rhapsody 
Salon B 

Martaban 
Salon D 

Suite 301 
Sittang 
Salon F 

Training Room 
Salon E 

Suite 309 
Salon A 

Andaman 
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10:15 - 10:25 AM Break with Snacks in Ballroom Foyer 

10:25 - 11:20 AM Group Sessions Reconvene  See Peer Rooms Above 

11:20 - 11:30 AM Break – Move to General Session  

11:30 - 12:20 PM General Session Reconvenes 
Feedback from Group Sessions 

Salons E-F 

12:20 - 12:30 PM Don and Ricky Safer Closing Remarks Salons E-F 

 
 
 
 

Thank you to our 2015 Conference Sponsors 
 

 
 
 

Long Term Premier 
Partner 
 
 
 
 
Premier Partner 
 
 
 
 
Patron Partner 
 
 
 
 
Champion Sponsors 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Intercept Pharmaceuticals 

   
 

Sustaining Sponsors Doron and Ruth Blatt 
The Crowley and Walters Family 
Abe and Rachel Gomel 
The Grover Family Foundation – Deborah Grover Wente 
Don and Ricky Safer 
Ken and Patty Shepherd 
 

Supporting Sponsors Jason and Jennifer Drasner 
Steve and Joanne Hatchett 
Axel and Karyn Rasmussen 
Fred Sabernick 
 

Community Partner Sponsors The Browner Family 
Aubrey Goldstein and Caroline Vanneste 
The Holmgren Family 
Mary Kiani 
Robert and Myrna Kirkpatrick 
Todd and Erin Litton 
Allan and Karen Luks 
The Pearlman Family 
Mary Wells 
 

http://www.interceptpharma.com/index.php
http://www.baylorhealth.com/physicianslocations/dallas/Pages/Default.aspx
http://www.interceptpharma.com/

